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FROM CARDBOARD BOX TO PICTURE
COSY UPCYCLING WITH CHILDREN

MATERIALS:

• Scraps of cardboard from card-
board boxes 

• Template (page 2)
• MUCKI finger paint
• Glue gun
• Brushes
• Hobby knife, cutting mat and 

cutting ruler
• Pencil
• Recycled glass and stirrers 

(optional)

By the way... Make 
graphic works of art 

from upcycled packaging

1. Collect all your materials and print 
the template. Hint: If you wish, you can 
scale the template to other sizes.

4. Paint some of the cardboard pieces. 
Leave others unpainted. Paint 2-3 times 
to ensure that the paint covers well. If 
you paint on both sides, the cardboard 
is less likely to bend. Hint: You can also 
use your cardboard offcuts.

2. Cut out the templates, Cut around 
them and then cut the figures out in 
cardboard.

5. Lay all the pieces on the backing (this 
measures 29.5 x 40 cm) before gluing 
them on using the glue gun. Glue a 
concealed backing to some of the pieces 
to create a 3D effect. 

3. You can either use primary colours or 
mix colours as you wish. Hint: You can 
use coloured cardboard/cartons instead 
of paint.

6. Glue 2 pieces of cardboard, each mea-
suring 2 x 24 cm to the back of the card-
board. Use these to hang your work and 
thus avoid having to make holes in it. 
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